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Pleura 
The function of the 
pleura is to allow 
optimal expansion and 
contraction of the lungs 
during breathing. The 
pleural fluid acts as a 
lubricant, allowing the 
parietal and visceral 
pleura to glide over each 
other friction free. 





 



Why?? 
 Presence of Cartilaginous rings on 

trachea 

 Walls of trachea is supported by 
cartilaginous rings so that the air 
passage does not collapse. 

 

 Alveoli  

 There are as many as 700 million alveoli 
in each lungs, where they facilitate 
gaseous exchange of oxygen and 
carbon dioxide between inhaled air and 
the bloodstream. 



How are the alveoli designed to maximize the exchange 
of gases?  

 The alveoli are thin walled and 
richly supplied with a network 
of blood vessels to facilitate 
exchange of gases between 
blood and the air filled in 
alveoli. They have balloon – 
like structure that provide 
maximum surface area for 
exchange of gases. 



 



 





Questions?? 
1. What is the function of cartilaginous rings in 

trachea? 

2. Describe the structure of human lungs. 

3. What are alveoli? How is it designed for gaseous 
exchange? 

4. What is pleural fluid? Why pleura is present in 
lungs? 

5. What is diaphragm? Where is it located? Write it’s 
role. 

 

 

 


