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4. Childhood
(Markus Natten) \
ﬂ\_
ABOUT THE POEM
Introduction

The poem "Childhood" deals with the poet's curiosity to know whep
actually an individual ceases to be a child. He wonders whether it ig
| the age or the stage when the young, unsullied mind learns to see
| through the adults' hypocrisy and identifies his own distinctiveness.
| Childhood disappears to hide itself in an infant's innocent expression.

Summary
The process of groWing from a child to an adolescent and then to an

adult is an impalpable one. However one fine day one realises that
one has left behind the childhood and one has stepped into the world
of adolescence and adulthood. There is no line of demarcation
between the various stages. The poet wonders whether it is a span of
years or the process of losing innocence and outgrowing gullibility,
seeing through others' hypocrisy and craftiness or acquiring an
individuality which spells the cessation of childhood. Somewhat
satisfied with his analysis, the poet takes up the next question as to
where his childhood has disappeared. He concludes that childhood
resides inan infant's face i.e. childhood is the abode of innocence. The

T — o~ o

moment one loses innocence, one ceases tobeachild.

THEME

The poem deals»with the theme of the loss of childhood because of
psycho-physical growth, development of thought and the influence
of the worldly ways. Disillusioned with the hypocritical ways of the

adultworld, the Poet bemoans the loss of hjg childhood becauseitalso

resulted in i
the loss of innocence. However, one positive outcomeé o

thi :
s loss is that the Poet has discovered hjs ability to think ne¥
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houghts independently and the individuality and uniqueness of his
being

COMMENTARY
Irealized that Hell and Heaven,

Could not be found in Geography

According to a child's definition, geography is a study of places
Since there is no mention of Heaven and Hell in his geography
text book, he rationally concludes that they do not exist amywhere.
. Ifound my mind was really mine
In the process of growing up the child discovers his indis duality
and finds himself to be unique. He comes to trust his abduty 1o
reason and think.
+ Tousewhichever way I choose

As the child grows, he develops a bit of defiance and he becomes

assertive. Apart from it he becomes aware of his dstinctive

character.

. Itwent to some forgotten place

The poet does not know where and when he lost his childhood

but it was definitely within him once upon 2 time, He does not

know where he has mislaid it. Even the recollection of it has faded

away with passage of time.
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STANZAS FOR COMPREHENSION

Read the following extracts and answer the

questions that follow .

(0

When did my childhood go?

Was it the day | ceased to be eleven, |
Was it the ime 1 realized that Hell and Heaven,

Could not be found in Geography,

And therefore could not be,

Was that the day!
SET—-1 (Answerinoneortwolines)

(a) Whatdifferent possibilitiesaccordingto the poet are mstrumental
in the cessation of childhood? RV SRe Ok o
There are various possibilities that might be responsible for the
cessation of the poet's childhood - one, growth in terms of
years; two, development of rational thought and spirit of
enquiry; three, realization of the falsehood and hypocrlsy of
the adult world. sy il

(b)  What specific point of time according to the poet's conjecture
spellsthe end of childhood? » ol
The poet wonders whether the waning of childhood is related
to the number of years one has lived. He questions whetherone

leaves behind childhood when one turns twelve.

() How does a scientific approach of the child transform his
thinking?
Doubt starts creeping in the child's mind as he develops &
scientific approach. He comes out of his make- believe world of

imagination and hearsay and starts leaving behind hls
childhood.

-
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d what makes the child doubt the existence of Hell and He»aven" ' ll |
According toachild's dgﬁﬁﬁon geography is a study of places. il
Since there is no mention of Heaven and Hell in his geography

text book, he rationally concludes that they do not exist
anywhere. . | L;" ([l

sET-Il (Choose themostappropriate option)
(a) What intrigues the poet?
(1) Heavenand Hell

(ii) theGeography books |
(iii) the pre-teenage period A

(iv) thequestion when one ceases tobeachild

(iv) the question when one ceasesto bea child

(b) Why can't Heavenand Hell be found in Geography books?
(i) because of theenormous distance between them
(ii) because of their enormous size
(iii) because abstractideas cannot be covered by Geography
(iv) because they are not located on the earth i
(iii) because abstractideascannot be covered by Geography

() What does the mark of exclamation at the end of the stanza
indicate in the poet's mind?
(i) surprise (iii) confusion

 (ii) anger (iv) confidence

(iii) confusion

(d) When the child doesn't find Heaven and Hell in Geography |
books, what does he conclude? ‘ % i
() thatHeavenand Helldon'texist: . i

(i) thatGeography booksare notauthentic
(iii) thatheis too young tolook for them in his books: |
(iv) thatsome pageswere missing from his Geography books 5

(i) thatHeavenand Helldon't exist

AR

1
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When did my childhood go?
Was it the time realized that adults were not, e

all they seemed to be, _
They talked of love and preached of love,

But did not act so lovingly,
Was that the day!

SET=1 (Answerin one or twoines).

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

SET=Il (Choose the most appropriate option)

(2) "Adults were nota]] they seemed to pe-

What did the child observe about the adults?

The child finds the adults to be double-faced. He observes a
wide gap between what they preach and what they practice,
Hypocricy has taken the place of innocence in their life.

What idea do you get about the child who learns to see through
hypocrisy of the adult? ,

The child is heading towards worldly maturity. The gullibility
which made him accept things at their face value is giving way
toakeenand acrisp perception.

Whois 'T'in the stanza?

'I' is the poet who represents the children whose childhood is
giving way to adolescence, |

Which'day'is the poet talking about?

childhood.

) | means
1) theywereas nnocent as children

(1) they wereas fun loving as chijldr
(iii) they were double

are

| enare
-faced mrin [ < v
: graphy asmy il 3e i el i
(iii) theywere double-foeq. chas chlldre_n dld 5

Scanned with CamScanner



| i o Companion 11

" The child initially failed to see through the adults'
pecause of his

(i) preoccupations (iii) carelessness

(i) gullibility ~ (iv) foolishness
(ii) gullibility
) Which 'day”is the poet talking about?
(i) thedayhelosthis chﬂdhooﬁ
(ij) thedayhediscovered Heavenand Hell
(i) theday he discovered thathis mind was really his own
(iv) theday heforgoteverything
(i) thedayhelosthischildhood

(I11)
When did my childhood go?
Was it when I found my mind was really mine,
To use whichever way I'choose,
Producing thoughts that were not those of other people
But my own, and minealone
Was thattheday!

SET—I (Answerinoneortwolines)

()  Explain:'Ifound my mind was really mine'.

In the process of growing up the child discovers his
‘ individuaﬁty and finds himself to be unique. He comes to trust

‘his ability to reason and think.

(b) 'To use whichever way I choose'. How does the line indicate a

change in the child's attitude and behaviour?

As the child grows, he develop
becomes assertive. Apart from it
distinctive character.

) Bring out the sense of relief, pride

experiences in the process of growing up-
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Shaking off the yoke of restrictions imposed on him by the ik
the child gets a sense of relief at being able to use hig Ming
according to his choice. His capacity to have individual though ‘.
enthances his confidence and gives himasense of pride. -

(d) Why has the poet repeated the line 'When did my childhgog L

in each stanza? il ‘
'When did my childhood go' being the central theme of the
poem has been used as a refrain by the poet. Hence it occurs i

the first three stanzas of poem.

SET-II (Choosé the most appropfiaté option) |

(@) "Ifound mymind wasreally mine" means
() thatthechild didn'tborrow others'ideas
(ii) thathewasbrightand intelligent
(iii) thathe has his own individuality
(iv) thathewasnotafool
(iii) thathe has his own individuality
(b) Thestanzabrings out the child's
(1) high-headedness (iii)) inconfidence
(ii) self-confidence (iv) frustration
(ii) self-confidence
() "To use whichever way I choose" shows that the child has now
grown more
(i) stubborn (iii) assertive
(i) meek (iv) defiant
(iii) assertive

(d)  The poet has Tepeated the line 'When djq niy chil&i:l(;;id go’ in -

eachstanzato
iy ::;"l'_rA.‘

(i) expressthe child's éense of dilemma

(i) express ild' . -
p the child's sense of loss of Innocence
; : . s
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(ii) givethe poemastructural Umfornuty
(iv) add music tothe poem -

(i) expressthechild'ssense of dilemma

(IV)
where did my childhood go?

it went to some forgotten place,
That's hidden in an infant's face,
That's all I know.

()  How does the speakerfeel about the loss of his childhood?
The speaker regrets the loss of childhood which was a period of

innocence where make-believe world was considered to be a
reality.

()  Explain: "some forgotten place".
The poet does not know where and when he lost his childhood
but it was definitely within him once upon a time. He does not
know where he has mislaid it. Even the recollection of it has
faded away with passage of time.

() Isthe poetstilla child or a grown up? Which line gives a clue to

the answer’? |
No, the poetisnomorea child. He has already lost his childhood.

He is grown up now. The line "Where did rny childhood go?"Is

the best clue to the answetr.
"That's hiddenin aninfant's face".

ans that though the childhood is nowhere t
an be seen in an

(d)  Explain:
o be

The line me
seen, it has not disappeared totally as it c

infant's face.
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‘SET=il (Choosethe mostappropriate optian).
(a) Thespeaker'stonein thefirstline here is one of |
(i) conclusion . (i) indecision i
(ii) confusion | . (iv) illusion _
(i) conclusion | |
(b) 'It'hererefersto
() themind o (m) lnnocence ,
(i1) childhood ' ( zv) adulthood
(ii) childhood ‘
(c) 'Someforgotten place' hererefers to
(i) subconscious meniory H38 (iii) conscious memory |
(i1i) anunknown place on the earth (iv) pastlife
(i) subconscious memory
(d) "That'salllknow" suggésts that 'th'é épeaker
() hasforgotten most of the things
(ii) doesnotwanttoknow anything more
(ii)) haslimited knowledge
(iv) has matured |
(iv) has matured

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS

(to be answered in about 40 words each)
Q1. What according to the poet is involved in the process of gl'OWing
Rationalism, ability to see through hypocrlsy and craftmeSS and

discovery of one's individuality are the factors mvolved in the
process of growing up. :

Q2. Whatisthe poet's feelingtowardschildhood? ~ (Téxﬂl‘i”

Poet feels passage of time, maturlty of mind and discovery ofj.
one's individuality take away one's childhood. Chlld-hood’ On-ce;
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0. Which do_You_ think are the most poeticlines? Why?

04.

Q5.

Q6.

- Secondly, itisa retrospective recollection of.

~ doubt, seeing through hy_poCl'iSY an
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Jost canmot be retrieved. One can only seé itsreflection hidden in
aninfant's innocent expressions.

(Textual)
"Was it when I found my mind was really
mine" to be the most poetic line for there is great music and
rhythminitcreated by the repetition of "w" and "m" sounds.

In my oi)hﬁon the line

(Note: there canbe other valid answers too)

What madg .the child express his disbelief in the well-established
concept of Heaven and Hell?
A little is often told that Heaven and Hell exist in the sky or on
the earth somewhere. When the child grows up he becomes
inquisitive and tries to find out everything with reason and
logic. Since the child finds no mention of the Heaven and Hell in
the geography book, he feels they donot exist atall.
What impression does fhé child form about the double-faced
nature of adults? |

Or
How is the poet convinced that adults are hypocrites in the poem
"Childhood"?
The child feels that appearances are deceptive. The adults, who
appear to be warm and 1oving, in fact, just talked about 'love'.
They don'thaveany suc;h feelings in their hearts.
Is it an adult or a child's voice in the p@em reflecting upon
childhood? Support youranswer..
The reﬂecﬁons on childhood are that of an adult. Firstly, the

question "When did my childhood go?" is framed in past tense.
mind experiencing

d discovering individuality -

which supports thatitis an'adult's voice.
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Q7.

Q8.

Qo.

Q10.

i "—‘—‘."&'—
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What gap did the child find in preaching and Pl‘ach Ofth
g
adults? $55: "
The child found the adults professmg love and affectmllbm
2]

their dealings they showed no such emotions,

What according to you is the most appropriate Sugges&on b
forward by the poet regarding the cessation of chﬂdhoodz

The childhood vanishes when the mind attains Inatunty Tbe
child's discovery of his thinking faculty speaks of the mahmq
of his mind. Hence it seems to be the most appropriate suggestion

thatheisno more a child.

Why do you think the poet feels that his chlldhood had bldden

itself i inaninfant's face?

The childhood once gone cannot be retrieved. So, uuhallythe
poet feels that it has gone to some forgotten place. Then looking

at the face of an infant he feels guileless ChlldhOOd resxd&i mthe
innocence of an infant.

How has adult hyprocnsy shattered the mnocence Of the
childlike behaviour? s

As a child grows up he becomes aware of the hypocrlSY
Pretence and falsehood of the adults around him. Ifomcaﬂy ’
falls a victim to this vicious circle and thus loses the Chﬂd ﬁke

innocence. This "o signals the end of chlldhood
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